Angel Collier, lelt, rom Arkansas and Anita Biatclewska
conlerring at the Scholar-Atlilete Games, where teams are ma
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and Klara Knyz, both from Poland,
de up of players from different nations,

Dream Teams of Amity

Olympic Ideals Thrive at th

By JACK CAVANAUGH

KINGSTON, R.1, June 28 n
ane court Inshide the Mackal IField
House on the Unlversity of Rhde
Island campus, Yohsuke Haga, o
A-font-7-Inch polnt gusael Trom Ja-
pan, has just hit Hardit Singh ol
tndin with a nifty wo-lnok pass fnr
a baskel and then been piven a
high-flve by anmer feammate,
Jonathan Bremer of Tanzmin

Meanwhile: in the adiacent
Frank Keaney Gynmmasivm, the 4.
fool-10-Inch Ranawann Wedaraln-
Inge of Sri Lankn, whose finor
mates are from the Dominiean
Republic, Puerto Ricn, New Zea.
land and the Unlied States, Is shin-
Ing in a volleybnll pame agninst
sexiet with players from thier
continents,

All of this is happening nt the 11-
day World Schalar-Athlote Games,
which has attracied ahow 2,000
teen-agers from 144 countries and

all 50 states 1o the Rhode Island
campus andd o venues in Newpori,
R.L, for what is believed tn he the
largest Internatlonal sports festl-
val of the year.

In an era in which the Olympies
hove hecome dominated by na-
tinnalism, the medal counl, the
duminance of United States men's
basketball “dream teams"” and
clashes over npparel conlracis,
the World Scholar-Athlcle Games
seen tn reflect what Baron Plerre
e Couhertin of France had in
mind when he resurrected the
Olynipic Games in 1896 as a forum
for sporting competition as a vehl-
cle for international amity.

Win or lose, every competitor atl
Ihese Games, which end Tuesday,
recelves a medal, and they do so
while playtng with, rather than
apainst,  scholar-athleles  from
other natlons, Thus the polyglot
makeup of the bays and girls has-
keiball, volleyball and soccer

Kwynn Sanders, right, of Calitor

vl Carson ot The New Yark Times

nia hugging her teammate, Karin

Maletzky of Namihin after winning a velleyball match at Kingston,
R.I. Medals are awarded 1o all participants, not just the winners,

e World Scholar-Athlete Games

tenms, along with the pairing of
players (rom different eountries in
lennls doubles, swimming, trock
and field and saillng, to foster In-
ternntional fricndship among the
compelilors, who range In ape

_Irom 16-19,

*'The competing in itsell Is im-
partant in these Games, and we've
encouraged the kids to play o
win,” sald Wally Halas, a former
men's haskethall eonch at Clark
and Columbia universities whn is
the Commissioner of the Warld
Scholar-Aflilele Games.  “But
building friendships, interacting,
Belting to understand each ather's
cullures — thal's lar more impor-
tant,”

Halas amd another former col-
Iepe basketball coach, Dan Doyle,
who concelved the ideq of an infer-
natlonal competition for hright
young athletes, were amazed
when 1,600 of them fram 108 coun-
tries came lo Rhnde Island for the
Inaugural Games In 1993,

“Lhit upnn the iden while doing
research on the history af the mod-
ern Olymplcs and realized how far
we had sirayed from the arlginal
Intent of Baren de Coubertin,"
sald Doyle, a former men's has-
ketball coach at Trinity College in
Hartford and the founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Institute for
International Sport, based at the
University of Rhode Island,

"1 thought of how wonderful i
would be tn dn what de Coubertin
had set out to do — bring together
bright young people from all over
the-world and Ief them gel 1o know
oneanother through Iriendly com-
petjtion in sports and share their
talents in the culivral events,”

It seems to have worked on o
grand scale. When they are not
pla¥ing togethor, or particlpating
In the Games' cultural compo-
negls — art, choir, dancing, writ-
Ing, poetry ant \heater —- the teen-
agers, same o whom speak little I
any English, rat and socialize ta-

T kel Eaneam Tor Vhe Hew Yfllk‘:
Ajou Deng of Sudan taking a rebaund at the Waorld Scholar-Athlete
Games. Deng is committed to attend the University of Connecticut,

Bether and assemble for discus-
sinns on a wile range of Issues.

On  specific “Theme  Days,”
which have covered cthics and
sportsmanship  and  substance
abuse, among uther issues, the
leens also have heard speakers
ranging from Madeline Blals, the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 1o
Jeanne Moulnussamy-Ashe, the
widow of Arthur Ashee, who is pres-
Ident of the Arthur Ashe Founda-
tion for the Defent of AIDS.

Funded In part by an $800,000
Federal grant, along with contri-
hulions from a host of Sponsnrs,
the Scholar-Alhlete Games have
drawn competitors from Albania
10 Zimbahwe who all are housed in
dormitories at Rhode Ishang, A
close scrutiny of the competition
indicates that winning, far from
being the only thing, is secondary
to the opportunity 10 phiy side hy
side with athletes from other coun-
tries and cullures,

“This Is nat like playing in a
tournamen,”  sald  1%-year-oid
Carlos Dominguez of the Dumini-
can Republic, whn In consecutive
days found himself playing dou-
bles tennis with players from Tan-
zania, Sri Lanka, Venozuela, Ger-
many, Paraguny and Rhode |s.
land. “I'm nmt here Just w piay
tlennis, but 1o meet other peaple
from other cultures, and 1 have, I
you lose, it's 0K, anid nn ane
walks off the court anpry "

While these are some lanpuage
harrlers, they seem to be over-
come on the playiag field.

“On the sorcer fickl, we commu-
nicate with the ball,” snid 18-year-
old Aya Knjima of Malaysia,
whose (enmmiates have inchided
Mayers from Argenting, the Unit-
ed States, Sweden, Mexico and fn-
dia. “And il you Inse, so what? It
foesn't matler beenuse | make
mure friends here every day.”

The talem Ievel at the Games
varies. Sonie of the competitors
are hound for Unlted States col-
Ieges  oan athietic schnlnrships,
such as Ajou Deng, a 7-foot basket-
hall player from the Sudan who Is
commitled to the University of
Connecticut. Bl Deng, like all of
the baskethall players, had (0
share playing time — 16 minutes
Apicce — with every nther player
o his muoltinational team,

This is an cvent bi which every-
one gets a shal o plory and, n the
case ol tennis, o chance to play a
a shrine. Monday's tennts finals
will be held at the famed Newport
Casino and Imiernational Hall of
Fame,

But Ml ol the 126 tonnis players
will nake the t1ip to Newport, and
every one ot them will get a
chance 1o phy on (he Newpnrt
Casino’s hollowed grass courts,
cven thongh they never got clnse
o reaching the finpls

-



