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- The Providence Sunday Journal

JOURNAL PHOTO 7 JOHN FREIDAH

PREGAME EXERCISE: Kevin Costante (bouncing the ball) warms up with his "World Seven™ team
at the World Scholar-Athlete Games at Kingston yesterday. Team members named their squad
World Seven because it reflects seven different countries an their club.

Scholar

Continued from Page F-1

“l was so excited. All they
needed was for me to say.-I can
come,” he recalled in the shade
of a tree in front of Keaney Gym.

The only problem was the
nearest fax machine he could
use to file his acceptance was 20
kilometers (12 miles) away from
his Upper East.Region village of
Bongo, which is 900 kilometers
(550 miles) from Accra.

“So, I had to make that great
walk,"” he said smiling. And then
walk home to a place where the
only telephone is in the police sta-
tion and the one villager with elec-
tricity would have the entire vil-
lage overwhen soccerwason TV.

When Vitus arrived in Kings-
ton, word spread quickly about
the 19-year-old guy from Ghana
who walked 20 kilometers to file
his form.

“When [ got here [ wasn't lost.
I felt love. I felt people cared
about me,” he said.

One of six children of a teach-
er and housewife, Vitus grew up
in an average family. He didn't

start studying seriously until sec-

ondary school.

“When I got here I was look-
ing for interaction from people
from  the other side of the

“world,” he said.

The World Scholar-Athlete

Games sparked an interest in in-

ternational goodwill in Djokotoe
and Vitus that burns to this day.
When they returned home, they
started groups "to spread the
Games' ideals. Djokotoe was
chosen to represent Ghana at the
Olympic Academy. in Greece.
She returned to the United
States in 1995 on a track schol-
arship from Western Oregon
University, transferred to Ore-
gon State after two years and is
two’ courses shy of a master's
degree in chemical engineering.

Vitus attended a university in
Ghana and hopes to pursue an
advanced degree in English liter-
ature and education at an Ameri-
can university. He wants to teach.

Each jumped at the chance to
return as a volunteer.

“After 1993, something was left
in me,” Vitus said. “I realized the
world is beyond Ghana, beyond
Africa. I said to myself, ‘I must be
here. I must be part of it.” "

So inspired was he that he ar-
rived in New York in February

and has been tutoring in the -

Bronx.

Djckotoe felt different when
she set foot on campus. “I don't
know if it's because I've been in
the States going to school.”

But last Sunday’s opening cere-
monies rekindled her enthusiasm.

“It was wonderful. It was elec-
trifying. I told my husband that I
will come back here every four
years to volunteer,” she said.

Yes, the girl who villagers be-
lieved would never marry because

she wanted to be an engineer not
only married Kweku Wilson three
years ago but also convinced him
to be a WSAG volunteer.

Djokotoe plans to work in the
United States for two years after
she gets her master’s and then
return to Ghana:

“I want to contribute,” she
said..“So many people want to
come to this country and cannot.
Iwas fortunate.”

Every change-of-life story is
not as compelling as Diana Djo-
kotoe and Ayamdoo Vitus, al-
though - Rommel Padonou's
comes close. A Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Gabon identified him as
a WSAG candidate in 1997. He
attended the games on a grant,
met admissions people at the col-
lege fair and followed up with a
few. In May, he graduated from
Bates College in Maine, where he
played basketball for four years.
He starts work at Oppenheimer
in New York City this week.

“From Gabon!" Halas mar-

veled. “If that Peace Corps guy-

didn't identify Rommel, if we
didn't have a development guy
who gets a grant, if we didn't
have a college fair ... who
knows what Rommel would be
doing in Gabon right now?”.
Today, 2,000 members of the

Class of 2001 will swell the WSAG

alumni ranks. Talented young
people like Jenna Iannelli of
Cranston, whose introduction of
Cherreka Montgomery, director
of global outreach at the Feminist

Majority Foundation, led to an
impromptu fundraising effort to
combat the abuse of women in
Afghanistan. These scholar-ath-
letes, asked to contribute a quar-
ter each to raise $500 to educate
an Afghani woman for six
months, filled a trash barrel with
dollar bills instead. The initial tally
was $1,200, which Dan Doyle,
founder of the Institute for Inter-
national Sport, pledged to match.
“Wouldn’t it be remarkable if
kids here become heads of state,

. and when they have to choose

between war and peace, they
choose peace?” Halas said.

But that’s the big picture, two
or three decades hence. What
about now?

“1 hope they'll go back and in-
fluence their neighborhood,” Ha-
las said. “That's where it starts,
and it becomes a ripple effect.”

Diana Djokotoe and Ayamdoo
Vitus know what he's talking
about. They did it.



